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PROVISIONAL MINUTES OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
I.
INTRODUCTION
The Thirty-Fifth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)) was held in Mexico City, Mexico from November 3rd to 5th, 2010.
The Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS) forwarded the notice of the meeting to the governments of the member states, in accordance with the procedures established in the relevant legal provisions.
The CIM President, Wanda Jones, Principal Delegate of the United States, presided over the informal meeting and the inaugural session, in keeping with Article 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the CIM Assembly, which establishes that at Regular and Special Assemblies held away from headquarters, the CIM President shall preside provisionally, until the President of the Assembly is elected at the first plenary session (Article 10). 

The Executive Secretary of the Commission, Carmen Moreno, served as the Technical Secretary of the Assembly, in accordance with Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the CIM Assembly of Delegates.
II.  PROCEEDINGS OF THE SESSIONS
The Assembly comprised an informal session, an inaugural session, five plenary sessions, a special session, three thematic panels, and a closing session. 
A. Informal Session
 During the informal session, which was held from 9:00 to 10:00 am on November 3, 2010 and attended by the CIM President and the heads of delegations, the procedures to be followed in the course of the Assembly were considered and approved. 

B.
Inaugural Session

The Inaugural Session began at 10:00 am, with statements by the following speakers:   Rocío García Gaytánen , Principal Delegate of the CIM and President of the National Women’s Institute of Mexico; Alfonso Quiñónez, Secretary of Foreign Relations of the Organization of American States, who addressed the session on behalf of the Secretary General; and, Wanda Jones, President of the CIM.

It was attended by the delegations accredited to the Assembly, permanent observers, and representatives of inter-American and international organizations, civil society organizations, and special guests.  Document CIM/doc.42/10 contains the complete list of the Assembly participants. 
C.
First Plenary Session

The President of the CIM opened the first plenary session of the Thirty-Fifth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women.   In her opening address, she welcomed all the participants and, on behalf of the CIM, thanked the host country and the CIM Secretariat for their support in organizing the meeting.  She also made some general comments on her term as President. 

Subsequently, pursuant to Article 21(f) of the CIM Statute, and Articles 9 and 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the CIM Assembly of Delegates, the agreements adopted during the informal session of heads of delegation were ratified.  In accordance with the agreement made at the informal session, the Principal Delegate of Mexico, Rocío García Gaytán, was invited to assume her office as president of the Assembly. 

a.
Election of the Officers of the Assembly.  The following Assembly officers were elected by acclamation at the first plenary session:
First Vice-President:
Esther Ayuso Ramírez, Principal Delegate of Belize
Second Vice-President:  
María V. Bono Heikkel, Principal Delegate of Paraguay
Third Vice-President:
Ana Lucía Herrera, Principal Delegate of Ecuador


b.
Installation of the Committees of the Assembly:

Credentials Committee
Member:
Carolina Schmidt Saldívar, Principal Delegate of Chile
Member:
Markelda Montenegro de Herrera, Principal Delegate of Panama
Member:
Mary King, Principal Delegate of Trinidad and Tobago

Style Committee
Member:
Brazil (Portuguese)
Member:
Canada (French)
Member:
United States (English)

Member:
Venezuela (Spanish)
General Committee
The General Committee, which is open to the participation of all interested countries, was installed as follows:

Chairman:

Héctor Ortega Nieto, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS 



Rapporteur:

Carla Serazzi, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS. 

Coordinating Committee

It was made up of the Vice-Presidents of the Assembly and the Chairmen of the Committees, as follows:
First Vice-President: 
Esther Ayuso Ramírez, (Belize )

Second Vice-President:
María V. Bono Haikel, (Paraguay)

Third Vice-President:
Ana Lucía Herrera (Ecuador)

Chairman of the Credentials Committee: Mary King, Delegate (Trinidad and Tobago)
Chairman of the General Committee: Héctor Ortega Nieto (Mexico)
c.
Adoption of the agenda.  The time and place of the Assembly were confirmed, namely November 3rd to 5th, 2010 in Mexico City, Mexico, and the following agenda was adopted and published as CIM/doc.3/10 rev.3.

AGENDA
1. Adoption of the Agenda
2. Consideration of Reports:

a. Report of the President and the Executive Secretary of the CIM; 

b. Report of the Credentials Committee; 

c. National Reports and Reports of the Specialized Agencies of the Inter-American System and the United Nations;
d. Report on the results of the Inter-American Year of Women; and
e. Report on Evaluation of IAP+10.

3. Election of the officers of the Commission::

a. Election of the President;

b. Election of the Vice-President; and
c. Election of the five Member States comprising the Executive Committee for the 2010-2012 term;

d. Date and place of the next Assembly (approval).
4. Core Issues of the Assembly: 

a. Democracy, political participation, and governance;
b. Gender violence, justice, and human rights.

5. The CIM in the 21st century, 82 years from its inception.
6. 2011-2012 Biennial Work Program of the CIM:  program guidelines.
7. Amendments to the CIM Statute
8. Adoption of the draft Declaration of the Inter-America Year of Women and draft resolutions
9. Other business
d.
Calendar of Activities and Assignment of Topics.  The plenary session ratified document CIM/doc.3/108 rev. 3 “Calendar of Activities and Assignment of Topics for the Thirty-Fifth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM.”
e.
Installation of the General Committee.  The President of the Assembly declared that the General Committee had been installed, and was open to all accredited delegations. 
f.
Order of precedence of delegations.   In accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the CIM Assembly of Delegates (Article 7), the session proceeded with the drawing of lots to establish the order of precedence, as follows:
1. Bolivia

2. Brazil

3. Canada
4. Chile

5. Colombia

6. Costa Rica

7. Dominica

8. Ecuador

9. El Salvador

10. United Sates
11. Grenada

12. Guatemala

13. Guyana

14. Haiti
15. Jamaica

16. Mexico

17. Nicaragua

18. Panama
19. Paraguay

20. Peru
21. Dominican Republic
22. Saint Kitts and Nevis

23. Saint Lucía

24. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
25. Suriname

26. Trinidad and Tobago

27. Uruguay

28. Venezuela

29. Antigua and Barbuda

30. Argentina

31. Bahamas

32. Barbados

33. Belize

g. Presentation of reports.   Due to time restrictions, the decision was made not to proceed with an individual presentation of national reports; it was announced that they would all be available on the CIM webpage.  With regard to the verbal reports of specialized agencies, it was agreed that they would be presented on Friday, November 5, if time permitted.
h. Report of the CIM President and Secretary.   Under item 2 on the agenda, the CIM President presented her report on implementation of the mandates for the period running from December 2008 to October 2010.  It was published as document CIM/doc.5/10. 
The President highlighted the CIM’s efforts in the following areas:  promotion of the  elimination of gender violence, as a human rights and a multidimensional security issue;  leadership and political participation of women as a key component of democratic governance; and, achievement of human rights and gender equality as essential for sustainable and inclusive human development. She also emphasized various activities to strengthen the CIM as the principal forum generating hemispheric policies to promote women’s rights and gender equality, including the growing political support received by the CIM from the OAS General Secretariat. 
The President of the Assembly congratulated the CIM President on her report and asked her to summarize the activities carried out for the “Inter-American Year of Women” (CIM/doc.6/10).  After that presentation, she gave the floor to the CIM Executive Secretary, to present a summary of the report on the evaluation of the “Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)” ten years after its adoption [IAP+10]  (CIM/doc.7/10).  In this regard, she indicated that the IAP had been useful in placing the topic of women’s rights and gender equality on the working agendas of various OAS organs and agencies and of member states.  IAP is a cornerstone of the process to generate knowledge on the meaning of the gender concept and its implications in the design and implementation of projects and programs.  She noted, however, that the IAP has endured in a weakened condition, which affects its ability to ensure effective planning, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation, given the lack of operational goals, strategies, mechanisms, and management tools for monitoring purposes and the lack of adequate resources. 
Next came presentation of the Report on the Mechanism for Follow-up to Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belem do Pará” (MESECVI) (CIM/doc.8/10).  The President suggested that it be considered during the panel on gender violence, justice, and human rights, as well as during negotiation of the resolution on the subject.
i. Deadline for submitting proposed resolutions.  Wednesday, November 3, at 6:00 pm was set as the deadline for presenting new draft resolutions.
j. Amendment of the CIM Statute..  Item 7 of the agenda, amendment of the CIM Statute (CIM/doc.10/10) was discussed.  Kenneth Frankel, the OAS Director of Legal Affairs, was given the floor.  He said that the proposed amendment of Articles 17, 18, 20, and 22 of the CIM Statute was in response to the agreement made at the third regular meeting of the 2009-2010 Executive Committee regarding amendments to CIM legal instruments to be brought to this Assembly for its consideration.  The purpose of the changes to the Statute is to deal with the problem of simultaneous vacancies in the posts of President and 
Vice-President of the CIM.  By creating two additional vice-presidential posts, various officers would be available to assume the post of president in the event that it should remain vacant, thereby eliminating the need to convene a special assembly to hold the corresponding elections.  Moreover, it is  thereby guaranteed that the officer taking up the post would have been elected by the Assembly.

The Delegate of Grenada requested that in future, the procedures of the Assembly of Delegates and the CIM (Regulations) should be examined with a view to ensuring their more effective use over time and to simplifying procedures.  This would all be part of efforts to modernize the CIM, which should continue to have an impact on more governments through a practical approach.  In this context, she said that it is important to study the expected impact of the Biennial Program, through specific actions and results.  
The Delegate of Paraguay gave her support to the proposed CIM declaration entitled “Declaration on the Inter-American Year of Women. – Women and Power – For a World of Equality.”  She also expressed her solidarity with  Argentina and Barbados, due to the recent deaths of the Ex-President of the Argentine Republic, Néstor Kirchner, and the Prime Minister of Barbados, David Howard Thompson.  Delegates agreed to draw up draft declarations on these subjects.
Moreover, it was decided that draft declarations would be prepared to congratulate Brazil on the election of its new President of the Republic, Mrs. Dilma Rouseff, and Dr. Michelle Bachelett on her appointment as the Executive Director of UN WOMEN.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.
D.
Second Plenary Session 

The Second Plenary Session  began at 4:15 pm on November 3, with the Assembly’s First Vice-President presiding.  The Chairman of the Credentials Committee presented that committee report, which indicated that 31 persons had presented their credentials; therefore, the Assembly had a quorum, and was duly authorized to make decisions. 


Item 3 of the agenda, on election of the officers of the Commission for the 2011-2012 term, was taken up next.  The CIM Executive Secretary was asked to report on the candidates received to date, as indicated in document CIM/doc.9/10 add.1. Since there was only one candidate for President, the Vice-President proposed that she be elected by acclamation.  Thus, the Delegate of Mexico was elected and congratulated by participants.

The Vice-President reported that the Assembly could now proceed with the election of up to three Vice-Presidents of the Commission, since it had already approved the amendment to the CIM legal instruments.  In view of the fact that there were three candidates, Argentina, Barbados, and Guatemala, it was proposed that they be elected by acclamation.  They were so elected, and congratulated by the delegations.

Subsequently, the Assembly proceeded to elect the member countries of the CIM Executive Committee for the 2011-2012 term.   Again the CIM Executive Secretary was asked to report on the status of candidacies.  Since there was the same number of candidates as positions, the Vice-President proposed that the members be elected by acclamation. 
The CIM officers for the 2011-2012 period are: 
1.
President

Rocío García Gaytán, Principal Delegate of Mexico
2.
Vice-Presidents

Magdalena Faillace, Principal Delegate of Argentina
Irene Sandiford-Garner, Principal Delegate of Barbados 
Sonia Escobedo, Principal Delegate of Guatemala
3. Members of the Executive Committee 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Panama, Paraguay, and Trinidad and Tobago.

The new CIM officers spoke to thank delegations for the confidence placed in them by electing them to these offices.  The CIM President congratulated the President-elect and wished her a successful term of office.


The next item on the agenda was taken up, item 3.d on the date and place of the Thirty-Sixth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM (CIM/RES.257 (XXXV-O/10).  The Principal Delegate of Costa Rica requested the floor to report to the Assembly on the arrangements made by the Costa Rican government to host this Assembly, to be held in the last quarter of 2012.  The Assembly requested the CIM Executive Committee to follow up on confirmation of that offer, in accordance with Article 12 of the CIM Regulations. 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm.
E.
Third Plenary Session 

This session began at 17:30 pm on November 3.  The floor was given to the Chairman of the General Committee who indicated that the Committee’s work had proceeded satisfactorily, and that it had achieved consensus on the texts of the declaration and the four resolutions, which were distributed by the CIM Secretariat to the plenary.
The President of the Assembly first submitted to the Assembly for its consideration the Proposed Declaration of the Inter-American Year of Women - “Women and Power:  For a World of Equality,” contained in document CIM/doc.13/10, and the proposed resolutions, as agreed by the General Committee.  The plenary adopted them without change:
CIM/DEC. 10 (XXXV-O/10) 

Declaration of the Inter-American Year of Women  -  “Women and Power:  For a World of Equality”
CIM/RES. 257 (XXXV-O/10) 

Place and Date of the Thirty-Sixth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women
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CIM/RES. 258 (XXXV-O/10) 

Modification of the Legal Instruments of the Inter-American Commission of Women 
CIM/RES. 259 (XXXV-O/10) 

Follow-Up Mechanism to the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belem do Para” (MESECVI)

CIM/RES. 260 (XXXV-O/10) 

Vote of appreciation to the People and Government of Mexico.
The session was adjourned at 6:30 pm.

 F.
Fourth Plenary Session 

At 10:00 am on November 4th, the President proceeded to install the panel on “CIM in the 21st Century, 82 years from its inception,” item 5 on the adopted agenda.  She indicated that once it was concluded, the plenary session would continue with consideration of the CIM 2011-2016 Strategic Plan and the CIM 2011-2012 Biennial Work Program. 


The Panel was made up of its moderator, Carmen Beramendi, an international specialist and former Principal Delegate of Uruguay to the CIM, along with five outstanding panelists:   Carmen Colazo of the Inter-American Network for Training on Women, Gender, and Development, Argentina/Paraguay; Marta Lamas, President of the “Debate Feminista” Review, Mexico; Lily Cavarantes with the Food and Nutrition Security Secretariat, Guatemala; Indranie Chandarpal, Commissioner for Women and Gender Equality of Guyana and former President of the CIM; and, Carmen Moreno, CIM Executive Secretary. 

Carmen Colazo, in her presentation on “Women in a democracy:  progress, setbacks, and challenges of citizens from a gender perspective in the Latin American and Caribbean region,”  offered a regional historical overview of the efforts by many women to achieve gender equality in public policies, their influence over public policies in the region, the possibility of having generated  newly emerging space in the region for positioning gender policies; and, the positioning of CIM as the hemispheric forum for pursuing work on these policies. 

Marta Lamas, in her presentation on “Feminism in the 211st Century: Challenges and Opportunities,” emphasized that it is not enough to have more women in political decision-making positions.  What is needed is political parity, which in turn requires two more parities in order to be viable: parity in education, and parity in the domestic arena.  Among the major social challenges, she singled out the need for public policies that acknowledge the sexual difference and at the same time establish measures in support of equality.  She also said that in-depth changes in our lives as citizens require in-depth work on subjectivity.   To change the social order, a policy of alliances must be built, and there must be a political pact among women as a democratic mechanism to alter the patriarchal balance of  power.  She launched an appeal for personal change, as a decisive step towards creating a process for unification and progress for women and society.
Lily Caravantes pointed out that the political participation of women is determined by unfamiliarity with or ignorance of their own identity.   The challenge is to try to build a world conducive to equality in our imagination.    She raised the issue of being a citizen as a mother, a condition that in her opinion develops from a relationship between unequal powers.  She believes that the concept of motherhood on equal terms should be included among the rights of women, and that motherhood should be redefined and positioned as a political fact instead of a biological fact.  She proposed that the progress in the region be furthered, and that coordination between CIM and regional and subregional organizations be promoted. 
Indranie Chandarpal presented an historical account of the CIM and its achievements, which were made possible by the struggle of many women, and underlined the role played by the CIM in adopting fundamental conventions, including the Convention of Belém do Pará.  She highlighted the need to allocate resources in order to implement activities to follow up on these commitments.  She also emphasized the need to pursue efforts to pass quota laws, especially with regard to parity, to promote an exchange of experiences and good practices, and to work in cooperation with other organizations.  Finally, she stressed the importance of strengthening women’s leadership capacity and of monitoring implementation of the IAP. 
The CIM Executive Secretary, in referring to the proposals of the 2011-2016 Strategic Plan and the 2011-2012 Biennial Program, explained that they were prepared on the basis of the four pillars of the OAS, with a focus on certain lines of action linked to protection of women’s rights and promotion of gender equality.  She further indicated that the Strategic Plan is the result of a strategic planning effort designed to revitalize the role of the CIM as the hemispheric political forum for women’s rights and gender equality, using a results-based approach.  She said that part of the challenge was to incorporate a gender perspective and women’s rights in all OAS activities, which would entail changes in paradigms, concepts, and the institutional culture.  She referred to the comments by the Delegate of Grenada, who spoke of the need to streamline CIM procedures and the Assembly, to make their work more efficient.  The Executive Secretary pointed to the need to strengthen alliances, including political and academic alliances, and alliances with regional and international organizations, as well as with national women’s mechanisms, academia, and NGOs.  Finally, she invited the delegates to comment on the two documents.
The Moderator, Carmen Beramendi, referring to the issues addressed, said that the present situation is one of opportunities for and threats to the advancement of the gender agenda in the region.  There is a collective awareness of the fact that the ongoing process requires political, legal, and institutional transformations, but that these need to be accompanied by individual transformation.  This process, a process of emancipation, starts with shaping a policy, revising practices, and changing subjectivity.  Agendas have been constructed in the region, including the agenda of the Quito Consensus, taken up again in Brasilia, and the Convention of Belém do Pará, and issues are being forcefully advocated, such as parity and shared responsibility—that is, the practice of parity in public and private life.  It is important to build on what has already been done, and this is the challenge to CIM and other entities. 
The President of the Assembly invited delegates to comment. 

The Delegate of Panama highlighted CIM’s record, and how important it is that CIM strengthen its political and protagonist role, working from existing consensus and coordinating its work with that of regional and subregional organizations, such as COMMCA. 
The Delegate of Guatemala stressed the importance of recognizing sexual and reproductive rights and how we experience motherhood, and the need to ensure coordination among regional and subregional mechanisms and the Regional Conference on Women of Latin America and the Caribbean.  She urged an examination of how consensus was achieved in Brasilia, and how to coordinate and link the Quito and Brasilia consensuses and subregional plans with the CIM. 
The Delegate of Antigua and Barbuda referred to the presentation by Indranie Chandarpal, and the importance of training women to assume decision-making positions.  She pointed out the work taking place in the Caribbean through the Caribbean Institute of Women in Leadership, that just graduated 30 women, with the support of various institutions,  and to which CIM has opened its doors.

The Delegate of Argentina spoke of how important it was to the region to have the Convention of Belém do Pará and its follow-up mechanism, MESECVI.  She referred to the need for a more cohesive CIM, and on the importance of taking advantage of this historic moment of having various women at the highest levels of government and international organizations, and of working for national women’s mechanisms, through the CIM President, in the United Nations, where CIM should advocate substantive change.  She also referred to the need to take into account the social inclusion experiences in some countries, that involve fighting poverty and promoting access to justice. 

The Delegate of El Salvador indicated that the CIM’s great challenge in the 21st century is to ensure that the OAS moves from discourse on gender equality to the practice of gender equality.  Just as the OAS defends democracy in the region, it should do the same for gender equality and women’s rights.  She emphasized two issues:  sexual and reproductive rights, and violence against women.  She also said that to face this challenge, action on three fronts is needed:  1) Political resistance to the alliance among the church, business leaders, and political party leaders, which will entail working the feminist agenda in the national mechanisms; 2) Promotion by CIM of the political alliance with women’s movements, so that they are once again infused with the spirit of Beijing and Belém do Pará; and, 3) Initiation of a phase of critical reflection on the role of women and the obstacles hindering efforts to advance the agenda of women and gender equality. 

The Delegate of Brazil referred to the political alliance that should be promoted in government, international and regional organizations, and other sectors.  The approach should be based on synergy, cooperation, and coordination, rather than on imposition. 
The Delegate of Grenada pointed to the importance of empowerment of women in CIM activities.  With regard to the Strategic Plan, she referred to the need to prioritize in view of the limited resources,  and to work with specific, tangible, measurable activities, and with a methodology conducive to attaining the objectives of the Plan. 
The Delegate of Costa Rica said that they were facing a specific threat that they should be prepared for.  As Ms. Caravantes, she too identified institutional power structures as the primary objective.  Echoing Ms. Lamas, she said that it was important to define the boundary between public and private.  She went on to say that political power, as leaders of the national mechanisms, is temporary.  That is why it is important to have concrete goals and a clear agenda, for the time that one is in power.  The Consensuses of Quito and Brasilia should be taken into account, as they offer a road map.  There must be more women exercising political power.  It is important to prioritize and develop an agenda; in this effort, the CIM’s challenge should be to build this political participation of women on women’s issues that would change their living conditions.  To do that, structural changes are needed.
The Delegate of the United States made two points.  The first was to suggest to delegates that they contact their respective authorities in order to include gender issues in the discussions of their representatives in the OAS Permanent Council.  The second point had to do with the budget, and the fact that they could improve their Strategic Plan, but  in order to implement it, they need financing.  She said that the United States has adopted a policy that in any proposal submitted to OAS for financing, there must be an indication as to how it will benefit women. 
The Delegate of  Bolivia spoke of patriarchal practices and discrimination.  She indicated that the presence of women in key posts does not guarantee a gender agenda.  Despite the fact that there is parity in the cabinet, she said that inequalities are still there.  She underlined the need to eliminate patriarchal concepts from the minds of men and women, to recover our rights and the space of our bodies, and to include men in our efforts. 
The Delegate of Belize remarked that negotiation is perhaps the only strategy for generating a possible continuity of policies.  She also referred to the importance of making the population aware of its rights so that people will demand more of their political candidates, among other things, and the need to understand politics above and beyond the political sphere. 
The Delegate of Ecuador stressed that the CIM cannot lose its political role.  The CIM should take advantage of and enhance its role as an entity with its own voice within the OAS.  The idea of prioritizing has to do with politicizing issues and not leaving any issues out.  Everything that cannot be done by the National Women’s Mechanisms should be done by the CIM.  She also highlighted the proposal for inter-American forums made by other delegates, and the idea of opening political opportunities for youth. 
The Delegate of the Dominican Republic focused her statement on the fact that the best way to achieve gender equality and women’s rights is through education.  The Strategic Plan should try to include strategies to raise the level of awareness of society. 
The Delegate of Argentina underlined the importance of informed citizens and of awareness that we are equals, for which education is crucial.  She also referred to the need to have policies of social inclusion, of establishing links with civil society, which also ensures transparency, of politicizing all of this action and programs, and of training youth and opening political opportunities for them.
The Delegate of Paraguay referred to two levels of discussion.  The first is the debate in the National Mechanisms, where there is a desire to generate changes, but also to prevent them.  Thus, the CIM, in its strategic planning, should look for criteria for determining whether change is being achieved or diverted.  The second level has to do with the rights-based approach that we are following to achieve gender policies; this is difficult to achieve in view of the pressures in countries due to sectoral policies, to which they have to be accountable, but which are not based on a rights’ approach, and to go from there to gender equality is even more difficult.  Therefore, in order to insert the gender agenda in other sectors, in areas linked to OAS work, it is important for the CIM to push this perspective by political lobbying.  The CIM also could become a convergence mechanism that would go beyond this effort, and achieve consensus with other mechanisms and sectors, to advance cooperation and create strategic synergies.  The CIM could be a spokesman for the region vis-à-vis the European community, or the United Nations, and become a more influential force in the OAS and its General Assembly.
The Delegate of Guatemala supported the comments of Argentina and Ecuador regarding youth and how to empower young women as leaders in the region.  One way would be to prioritize and make it clear that women’s rights are not negotiable.  In the Quito and Brasilia Consensuses, there is an agenda for the region, and to promote it, ECLAC should be used as a technical organ and the CIM as a political organ.  We must be realistic.  Our priority should be strategy, that the CIM could act on.
The Delegate of Canada referred to the importance of prioritizing and including men in our efforts.  She referred to crisis as an opportunity.  Statistics show that the greatest growth comes from small and medium-sized businesses, as well as the impact of aid programs, such as loans to women in education and health. 
The Moderator, in addition to highlighting parity, pointed to the need to rethink democracy.  She also stressed the work of the Mechanisms, from the standpoint of the basic needs of women as well as practices, such as political participation.  She maintained that the central dispute has to do with strategic interests, the constructive discussion on the decision of women’s bodies and the right to live a violence-free life.  She indicated that this goes beyond a discussion of ethics and justice, as Canada said, and involves effective political action.  To this end, it will be important to quantify the benefits of women from the activities of the Mechanisms, and to see how to include inclusive democracy in the debate.  The CIM should be the one to advocate the strategic issues of women, using progress made in regional conferences, and should focus on advancing the quality of democracy and, in this context, the full exercise of citizenship on the part of women. 
The CIM Executive Secretary closed the session and thanked the panelists. 

Following a break, the plenary session continued and the President gave the floor to the rapporteur of the General Committee to report on the results of its work.
The President thanked the delegates for their work, and especially the General Committee for the consensus achieved on the draft resolutions, which were negotiated earlier in Washington, D.C. by a working group open to all delegations.
The draft resolution on the “Follow-Up Mechanism to the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention for the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CIM/doc.15/10 rev.1) was submitted for consideration and approved by acclamation. 

Then, the President submitted for consideration the “CIM Biennial Program of Work 2011-2012” and the CIM Strategic Plan 2011-2016, contained in documents CIM/doc.11/10 and CIM/doc.11/10, respectively.  The CIM Executive Secretary was asked to present the two documents.
Following their presentation, the President explained that the 2011-2016 Strategic Plan was produced as a result of the efforts of the CIM Secretariat to systematize the work of the Commission and place it within the OAS priority guidelines, using a results-based approach.  It is meant to serve as a guide and a general framework, to be fine-tuned on an ongoing basis in light of the financial and human resources that can be obtained and the opportunities for cooperation to be developed.  It is a document that will be adjusted over time to take into account circumstances in the Hemisphere and the institutional situation of the OAS. 

As regards the 2011-2012 Biennial Work Program, a gap was noted between tasks and means, and between existing CIM mandates and the resources available to implement them.  Consequently, she pointed out that, especially in light of the OAS budget situation, high priority should be given to a process to mobilize both financial and human resources, on the basis of traditional and non-traditional financing sources.
She urged the delegates to cooperate with the Secretariat to find resources to enable the Commission to gain strengthen as a hemispheric political forum that can offer a space for exchange of experiences and good practices, and make it possible to develop cooperative mechanisms between its members and other strategic partners. 



The President then invited delegates to comment on both documents.  There was a productive debate during which various suggestions were put forward and discussed.  This, combined with the important contributions of the Panel, led the President to request the Executive Committee to consider the 2011-2012 Biennial Program of Work for approval at its next meeting, and to ask the Secretariat to prepare a revised version of the 2011-2016 Strategic Plan and the 2011-2012 Biennial Program of Work, to take into account the comments made, and to present them to the Executive Committee at its next regular session. 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.
G.
Fifth Plenary Session 

This session began on November 4th at 4:00 pm.  In addition to the declaration and the resolutions adopted during the third plenary session, the Assembly decided to adopt six additional declarations on the following subjects:
CIM/DEC. 6 (XXXV-O/10)
Death of the Former President of the Argentine Republic, Mr. Néstor Carlos Kirchner
CIM/DEC. 7 (XXXV-O/10) 
Congratulations to Brazil on its Electoral Process
CIM/DEC. 8 (XXXV-O/10) 
Congratulations to Costa Rica on its Electoral Process
CIM/DEC. 9 (XXXV-O/10) 
Congratulations to Trinidad and Tobago on its Electoral Process
CIM/DEC. 11 (XXXV-O/10) 
Death of the Honorable David John Howard Thompson, Prime Minister of Barbados
CIM/DEC. 12 (XXXV-O/10)  
Solidarity over the Incidents Caused by the Passage of Tropical Storms Richard and Thomas in the Caribbean and Central America
CIM/DEC. 13 (XXXV-O/10) 
Congratulations to Dr. Rosina Wiltshire on her Appointment as CARICOM Special Advocate for Gender Justice
Under other business, the President underlined the need for meetings of heads of state and government of the Americas, and especially the Summits of the Americas, to continue efforts to give greater consideration to the issue of women’s rights and gender equality.  On this point, she indicated that it would be a good time for the CIM to request the OAS General Assembly to convene the Fourth Meeting of Ministers or the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM), prior to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, scheduled to take place in April 2012 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia.  She emphasized that it was critical that the Summit have substantive inputs from REMIM on the specific subject under consideration. 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm.
H.
Special Session
This session began on November 5 at 10:00 am.  The special session, comprising morning and afternoon sessions, was divided into two thematic panels:  one on “Democracy, Political Participation, and Governance;” and the second on “Gender Violence, Justice, and Human Rights.”   The core themes of the Assembly were developed in these panels. 
The first panel of the Special Session on “Democracy, Political Participation, and Governance” was moderated by the Principal Delegate of Mexico, President-elect of the CIM.  It included  Line Barreiro, Expert for the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), who gave the keynote address, and four distinguished discussants:  Otilia Lux de Cotí, Deputy of the Guatemalan Congress; María Antonieta Saa, Deputy of the Chilean National Congress; and, Epsy Campbell, Executive Director of the Association for the Advancement of Black Women in Costa Rica.
The CIM President, as the Panel moderator, welcomed the panelists.  Line Barreiro based her presentation on three pieces of work:  a research project for the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, for which she consulted the electoral organizations of 11 countries with quota systems in 2008; a paper for the International Development Research Center (IDRC) on democratic governance, gender, and women’s rights; and, a CIM document on democracy.  She spoke of women’s struggles, based on the dispute for hegemony of norms and a profound revision of the sciences, democracy, and citizenship.   She pointed out that never in the region’s history have women had as much political power as they have today, and that the most difficult aspect of their political participation is to win elective offices in the executive branch of government.  She mentioned that women presidents elected to office today have their own political track record, unlike the situation in the past, when they inherited power.  With regard to the quota system, she spoke of its impact in the region, and said that it surpassed the worldwide average, even taking into account the differences between some countries that have it, such as Brazil, and the results obtained in Argentina and Costa Rica.  She indicated that in countries without quotas, there has also been an increase in the participation of women in positions of power, in response to a favorable climate.  However, in order for quota laws to function, the rule of law must prevail and women must be active citizens. There are human rights systems, which are the most useful instruments, but they should be supplemented with adequate policies and institutions.  She underscored the judgment of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the Campo Algodonero (Cotton Field) case, the first use of the Convention of Belem do Pará in the inter-American justice system.  
Otilia Lux de Coti highlighted the efforts by women in the region to lead in an enlightened way, by implementing social policies to eradicate inequalities, rather than continuing to reproduce them.  She spoke of the under-representation of indigenous and Afro-descendant women in positions of power, including political parties.  She referred to a structural exclusion of government, and so the major challenge is to abolish this element of government structure.   She indicated that a united front of mestiza, indigenous, and afro-descendant women is needed.   She pointed out that effective, and representative participation could open an opportunity for women, but that it could also limit them.  One of the challenges that should be taken up is constitutional reform, including reform of laws and political parties.  Women’s agendas should be strategic and prioritized,  and include indigenous and afro-descendant women.  Women need to be self-critical. 

María Antonieta Saa singled out parity as the current challenge of the political agenda of women and national women’s mechanisms.  She also referred to the attention that should be given to this issue by political parties which, despite being essential to democracies, have a very pejorative connotation.  She underlined the experience of the Southern Cone countries, where some feminist women have been active in the parties for decades, and where their participation has helped to introduce gender policy on the agenda.  It is essential that governing parties promote the participation of women as heads of ministries, in order to give them greater visibility, as in the case of former President Michelle Bachelet.   Consequently, it is important to develop strategies vis-à-vis political parties, and to promote alliances between them and women’s movements.  To this end, National Women’s Mechanisms need to develop women’s capacity to lead social movements, and to convince parties of the importance of including these women on their rosters.  These steps should be accompanied by reform of the electoral systems and campaign financing. 
The Moderator made the following comments on the previous intervention:  Leadership has to continue growing and start developing at the level of the municipalities, where participation is lowest.  This will require a strategy, so that women in the municipalities can have the tools to strengthen their leadership.   As for alliances, fundamentalism should be set aside, and support should be given to the women working for the candidate who won, even if it was the opposition candidate,  in order to open positions in the new government to women. 

Epsy Campbell maintained that women’s power is not proportional to their representation, since once they are in a position of power, there are limits just because they are women.  However, there are increasing numbers of women who are asserting themselves as women in the political dialogue.  There is a need to reduce the gender gaps in leadership in all of the branches of government.  The progress that has been made is the result of struggle as well as of the new political times today.  We are living in a time of a greater disaggregation of power, in the sense that the guardians of political and social power are organizations with political agendas, or power groups with resources.  Thus, the issue of public financing of policies is critical as is fiscal reform.  Among the challenges being faced is the need for a new social pact in which the guarantee of citizenship is honored.  We need to advocate effective democracies and feminize politics, or in other words give it a more human and collective sense, and sustainability and meaning; we need to talk rather than make demands.
The President invited delegates to comment.  They underlined the need to redefine security, from a human-rights perspective, and to inform ourselves on key issues such as trafficking in persons.  Citizen security should go hand in hand with food security.  The state is not capable of guaranteeing citizenship, which does not rely on repressive policies but on public services.  The issue of political campaign financing was considered as a key obstacle to women’s participation in power, in addition to their triple work day.  With regard to comparative studies on applying quotas and the performance of political parties, they did not yet have a consensual view.  On alliances with social groups, this is one of the best ways to advance a position for transformation.  They also asserted that it is high time to recognize in Latin America that Caribbean women have led the way.  They managed to become members of parliament when Latin American women were not yet there. 

The session was adjourned at 1:00 pm.
The second panel of the Special Session on “Gender Violence, Justice, and Human Rights comprised three speakers and a moderator.  The moderator was Alicia Elena Pérez Duarte, representing the Legal Research Institute of UNAM, Mexico.  The three speakers were:   Hilda Morales Trujillo, Coordinator of the Committee of Experts to Follow Up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará (CEVI), from  Guatemala; Rosina Wiltshire, CARICOM Special Advocate for Gender, from  Trinidad and Tobago; and,  Julissa Mantilla, representative of UNIFEM in the Andean Region.

The Moderator, Alicia Elena Pérez Duarte, introduced the Panel after referring to gender violence as a problem threatening millions of women in the world.  She indicated that rather than trying to combat violence against women, the focus should be on justice, which could also help achieve other aspirations. 
The presentation of Hilda Morales underscored violence against women as not just a women’s problem, but a problem of all states.  She recalled that it was the role of CIM since its creation to recognize specific rights even before people were talking about the universality of human rights.  With regard to violence against women, a major problem that has exacerbated this scourge is the persistence of a patriarchal system.  The invisibility and nature of women have been treated as inherent traits.  She argued that governments have not managed to deal with the problem effectively.  The lack of access to justice has added to impunity.  After the Convention of Belém do Pará was adopted in 1994, the first generation laws dealing with violence against women dealt with it in a neutral way, by including other members of the family, such as men, making these laws into a trap for women.  Later on, a movement was started to enact second generation laws, that would comply with the Convention’s mandate to take a different kind of action to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.  The great shortcoming was failure to classify violence against women as a crime.
With regard to sexual crimes, the speaker indicated that unfortunately measures were adopted to remove these cases from the judicial system by applying the criterion of propriety or conciliation to prevent more persons from going to prison.  Other problems or obstacles are associated with the lack of empowerment of women regarding their rights and knowledge of how to use them, the “circle of violence,” in which the aggressor repents and so the victim refrains from reporting the incident, in addition to the absence of authorities and services in remote areas, to enable women to find a legal solution to the situation.  Other obstacles are the lack of legal counsel for women, the shortage of special shelters, the lack of international coordination for the repatriation of women in cases of trafficking, the weakness of the justice and security systems, failure to conduct specialized investigations, and coordination among the different entities responsible for crime.  The increase in organized crime, including gangs, has also led to an increase in violence against women, as seen in Central America. 
The proposal for the CIM is to go beyond monitoring implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, and specifically to do the following:  identify weaknesses to create a political impact that will lead governments to take charge of the problem; ensure widespread dissemination of the Convention; make governments and society in general more aware of the problem; involve CIM delegates in this work, and the competent national authorities in following up on the Convention; promote inclusion of this problem on the agenda of subregional organizations; foster the adoption of services and specialized protocols; ensure that every country has a budget targeted to fulfill these commitments; promote non-sexist education from the start, in coordination with ministries of education, universities, and security and justice training units,  with a gender- and rights-based perspective.  As for MESECVI, she referred to the need for more budget and technical resources in the OAS to facilitate the participation of experts at its meetings, and ensure their sustainability throughout the evaluation round, and the need to work towards greater participation of civil society.
Rosina Wiltshire referred to the main manifestations of gender violence in the Caribbean, its consequences, and possible steps to be taken.  She showed alarming figures on violence in the Caribbean countries, some of the highest in the world.  She pointed to important efforts by CARICOM, especially associated with strengthening of legal institutions and policy instruments.  Violence against women is a priority.  Legislative advances in domestic violence and sexual offenses have been made, and support has been given to developing indicators.   She pointed to some of the consequences of violence, such as its high economic cost, a lack of confidence in the law and politics, individuals and societies that are unable to recover, substantial health costs, a continued imbalance, and gender inequality.  She recommended that one way to tackle the problem is to increase its political visibility and action to counter violence against women.  Men should be included as partners in efforts to eliminate this scourge, alliances should be created with key sectors, including civil society.  Cooperation with regional organizations associated with sports and entertainment, and taking advantage of good practices are also important. 

Julissa Mantilla made her presentation from a legal perspective, using an analysis of work in Colombia and Peru during armed conflicts.  After recognizing that, both nationally and internationally,  women lacked a right to their own differentiated view, whose norms do not respond to specific needs--called “androcentrism”-- she offered a panorama of general and specific international and inter-American treaties and conventions on discrimination, and specifically on violence against women.  She highlighted the achievement of the Convention of Belém do Pará, not only because of its broad definition of violence, but also because it recognizes “the right to a violence-free life” as a legal right, which includes elements of education and stereotypical patterns, and requires governments that have ratified that Convention to amend their domestic laws.  This last provision is critical, she said, because one of the arguments used in legal proceedings involving cases of violence against women has to do with cultural patterns in countries.  In this regard, she indicated that the United Nations rapporteur on violence against women issued a report in which the argument is made that cultural considerations cannot be used as an excuse for maintaining stereotypical patterns; instead, a concept of “cultural negotiation” should be formed, and the government should be given responsibility for recognizing practices that involve violence against women and girls.  She presented three symbolic cases of violence against women:  IACHR  vs. Peru—the case of Raquel Martín de Mejía (1996) and Castro-Castro case (2006); and, cases against Mexico, including Campo Algodonero (2009) and the Fernández  case (2010).   She concluded by saying that justice has to do with both laws on the substance or merits of cases and laws on form or style--including evidence and pleas and arguments, with  protection  for women and security.  Finally, she said that violence against women is not just a problem of women, but a problem of human rights and justice. 
Once the presentations and comments by some of the delegates were concluded, the Panel was adjourned, so that the closing session could begin.
I.
Closing Session
.
At the closing session,  Wanda Jones, outgoing CIM President and Principal Delegate of the United States, offered some emotional words of farewell and optimism to the new officers of the CIM, and invited all of the delegates to continue their support for the Executive Committee during the next two-year term.  Various delegations spoke to thank the Mexican government for its hospitality, to bid farewell to the outgoing President, and to offer their support to the new CIM officers.  Then the new President, Rocío García Gaytán, the Principal Delegate of Mexico, presented a set of flags of the OAS member states to the outgoing President, in recognition of the work she accomplished during her term as President of the CIM.
The CIM President then addressed some closing remarks to the participants. 


The President adjourned the thirty-fifth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women at 6:30 pm.
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Vote of Appreciation to the People and Government of Mexico

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
CIM/DEC. 6 (XXXV-O/10)
DEATH OF THE FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC,

MR. NÉSTOR CARLOS KIRCHNER

(Adopted at the third plenary session, held on November 3, 2010)

THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN, 
MOVED by the death, on October 27, 2010, of Mr. Néstor Carlos Kirchner, President of the Argentine Republic between 2003 and 2007; and 
RECOGNIZING the key role played by former President Kirchner in the restoration and consolidation of democracy in his country, as well as his undeniable influence in the Hemisphere as a tireless defender of women’s rights, democratic values, integration, peace in the Americas, and human rights, 

CONVEYS its condolences to the people and Government of the Argentine Republic, as well as to President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner, at this difficult moment for her as Head of State and wife of former President Kirchner, with the solidarity of the women of the Hemisphere with her, the first woman in Argentina to be elected to the office of President by popular vote, and 
EXPRESSES its deep sorrow at the irreparable loss, for both his country and the Hemisphere, of Mr. Néstor Carlos Kirchner. 


INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
CIM/DEC. 7 (XXXV-O/10)
CONGRATULATIONS TO BRAZIL ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESS
(Adopted at the third plenary session, held on November 3, 2010)

THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN, 

CONGRATULATES the people and Government of Brazil on the electoral process conducted in accordance with their democratic institutions, 

CONVEYS its most sincere congratulations to the President-elect, Dilma Rousseff, the first woman ever to be elected President of Brazil, on her election for 2010-2014, and 

RECOGNIZES that her election signifies a major step forward in women’s political representation in the Hemisphere and is convinced that her policies and programs for advancing the rights of women will set an example for the Americas. 

CIM02960E01


INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
CIM/DEC. 8 (XXXV-O/10)
CONGRATULATIONS TO COSTA RICA ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESS

(Adopted at the third plenary session, held on November 3, 2010)

THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN, 

CONGRATULATES the people and Government of Costa Rica on the electoral process conducted in accordance with their democratic institutions, 

CONVEYS its most sincere congratulations to President Laura Chinchilla Miranda, the first woman to be elected President of the Republic of Costa Rica, who took office on May 8, 2010, and 

RECOGNIZES that her election constitutes a major step forward in women’s political representation in the Hemisphere and is convinced that her policies and programs will strengthen women’s human rights in the Americas. 


INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

CIM/DEC. 9 (XXXV-O/10)
CONGRATULATIONS TO TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESS

(Adopted at the third plenary session, held on November 3, 2010)

THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN, 

CONGRATULATES the people and Government of Trinidad and Tobago on the electoral process conducted in accordance with their democratic institutions, 

CONVEYS its most sincere congratulations to Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar, the first woman to be elected President of the Trinidad and Tobago, who took office on May 24, 2010, and 

RECOGNIZES that her election constitutes a major step forward in women’s political representation in the Hemisphere and is convinced that her policies and programs will strengthen women’s human rights in the Americas. 


INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

CIM/DEC. 10 (XXXV-O/10)

DECLARATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN YEAR OF WOMEN
“WOMEN AND POWER: FOR A WORLD OF EQUALITY”

(Adopted at the fifth plenary session, held on November 4, 2010)


THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Mexico City from November 3rd to 5th, 2010; 

BEARING IN MIND:

That the rights, values and principles of liberty, equality and social justice are intrinsic to democracy; 


The rights, values and principles contained in the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW); 


That the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “States shall promote the full and equal participation of women in the political structures of their countries as a fundamental element in the promotion and exercise of a democratic culture;” and

That during its thirty-seventh regular session, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) approved Resolution AG/RES.2322 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Year of Women,” with the aim of proclaiming 2010 as the year for its celebration, to promote broad mobilization in the Americas around the evaluation of achievements made and challenges encountered in the defense of women’s human rights and gender equality, and increase public awareness of gender issues.  The theme chosen for the celebration was “Women and power: For a world of equality”; 
NOTING WITH SATISFACTION:


That in 2010, the inter-American system also celebrates fifteen years since the entry into force of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” (1995) and ten years since the adoption of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of the Human Rights of Women and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP); 


That at the international level it has been fifteen years since the adoption of the Declaration and Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995), and ten years since the adoption of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000) on Women, Peace and Security (2000) and the development objectives and commitments derived from the Millennium Declaration of the UN General Assembly (New York, 2000);


The adoption of resolution A/RES/65/1 “Keeping the promise: united to achieve the Millennium Development Goals” by the General Assembly of the United Nations (UN);


The establishment of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) through resolution A/RES/64/289 of the UN General Assembly;  and

The establishment, by the UN Human Rights Council, “for a period of three years, of a working group of five independent experts, of balanced geographical representation, on the issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice,” (A/HRC/RES/15/23),

CONSIDERING THAT:

Significant advances have been made in national legislation, such as the recognition of women’s political rights at the constitutional level and the adoption of specific measures to promote the equal integration of women in the public sphere and in decision-making;


The Consensus of Quito (2007) and the Consensus of Brasilia (2010) agreed on the bases for strengthening women’s citizenship within a context of diversity and increasing their participation in decision-making processes and spheres of power;

RECOGNIZING THAT:

In spite of the advances reached, effective equality still has not been reached between women and men in terms of the exercise of political citizenship;


In the face of persistent discrimination against women in political institutions and processes in some countries in the Hemisphere and the limited implementation of measures for political inclusion, legislative and institutional reforms are needed, as are public policies, including electoral policies, that guarantee the applicability of the full exercise of women’s political rights;


REITERATING that the equal participation of women in decision-making in the public and private sectors is indispensable to their inclusion in development processes; and


CONSCIOUS of the importance of electoral systems that promote the representation of women in elected offices at all levels,

DECLARE THEIR COMMITMENT TO:
1. Develop and foster, as appropriate, electoral legislation reforms and affirmative action measures needed to ensure the equal treatment of women and men in political representation. 

2. Promote the creation of mechanisms that contribute to guaranteeing the effective application of quota laws and/or parity, with the objective of obtaining a real and equal representation of women in electoral processes, as well as to promote quota systems and parity in countries where they do not exist, as appropriate. 

3. Promote a multi-cultural and diversity approach within laws, policies and strategies for promoting gender equality in political representation and in executive decision-making offices.

4. Promote measures to contribute to the leadership and political participation of indigenous and Afro-descendant women.

5. Promote the measures necessary to prevent, punish and eradicate political harassment of women.

6. Promote the generation of party and electoral statistical information on the profile of women’s participation in elections.

7. Promote legislation and specific measures that ensure the elimination of the obstacles faced by women in political party activities and in electoral campaigns for egalitarian access to public financing as well as to electoral publicity during peak audience hours. 


8. Promote policies and measures of co-responsibility and conciliation of family and work life between women and men in order to increase the possibility for women to participate in the public sphere. 

9. Promote the development of programs of integrated training in educational organizations and institutions in order to foment and enhance the capacities of women and their empowerment in the exercise of political leadership and negotiation.

10. Promote alliances with Inter-American entities and national and local electoral bodies to foster effective measures for the full exercise of women’s political rights, including, among others, mechanisms for the obtaining of identity documents. 

REQUEST THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT OF THE CIM TO:

11. Promote, in collaboration with established mechanisms for the generation of statistical information, including the ECLAC Gender Equality Observatory of Latin America and the Caribbean, hemispheric initiatives for evaluating and monitoring policies, measures and strategies implemented for the achievement of women’s political representation in the region. 

12. Strengthen their relations with civil society organizations in order to coordinate actions for the promotion of women’s political leadership.

13. Move forward the gender equality and women’s rights agenda during the preparatory process for the Sixth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Cartagena, Colombia, in 2012.  



INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
CIM/DEC. 11 (XXXV-O/10)

DEATH OF THE HONOURABLE DAVID JOHN HOWARD THOMPSON

PRIME MINISTER OF BARABADOS

(Adopted at the fifth plenary session, held on November 4, 2010)

THE  THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION OF WOMEN, 

DEEPLY SADDENED by the recent passing of the Honorable David John Howard Thompson, 

Prime Minister of Barbados from January 2008 to October 2010, on October 23rd, 2010,  

RECOGNIZING the fundamental role that the Prime Minister played as a leader and a statesman, 

as well as his tireless commitment to development, human rights and democracy in Barbados and the 

wider Caribbean;

RECOGNIZING ALSO the late Prime Minister’s active commitment to the protection of 

women’s rights and well-being and the promotion of their full participation in the political process;

CONVEYS its condolences to the family and friends of Prime Minister Thompson and to the 

Government and people of Barbados, and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), and

EXPRESSES its deep sorrow at the passing of Prime Minister Thompson, which  represents a 

great loss to his country, the wider Caribbean and the Hemisphere.


INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
CIM/DEC. 12 (XXXV-O/10)

 SOLIDARITY OVER THE INCIDENTS CAUSED BY THE PASSAGE OF TROPICAL STORMS RICHARD AND TOMAS THROUGH THE CARIBBEAN AND CENTRL AMERICA
(Approved at the closing session, held on November 5, 2010)

THE  THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION OF WOMEN, 

RECOGNIZING that at times of natural disasters, women and children are more likely to face situations  of vulnerability, marginalization, and physical, economic, and sexual violence, and underscoring the importance for gender mainstreaming to be incorporated into all disaster mitigation policies, plans and programs; 

DECLARES:

1. Its solidarity with  the Governments and People of  the Caribbean, particularly Barbados, 

Belize, Dominica, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Lucia and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; and with Central 

America, particularly Costa Rica, which were directly affected by the passage of these tropical storms.

2. Its deepest sympathy to the Governments and people of all the countries of the Caribbean 

and Central America affected by the tragic loss of human life and the environmental and infrastructural 

devastation. 

3. Its commitment to encourage the Member States of the Organization of American States 

(OAS) to  coordinate regional and international  efforts to provide urgent  humanitarian assistance and to 

participate in recovery and reconstruction so that affected member states can receive immediate necessary support.

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
CIM/DEC. 13 (XXXV-O/10)

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. ROSINA WILTSHIRE ON HER APPOINTMENT AS

CARICOM SPECIAL ADVOCATE FOR GENDER JUSTICE

(Adopted at the closing session, held on November 5, 2010)

THE  THIRTY-FIFTH  ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION OF WOMEN,

AWARE of the appointment of Dr. Rosina Wiltshire as the first Special Advocate for Gender 

Justice of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), on the occasion of the International Women’s Day, 

March 8th, 2010,

NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the pioneering contributions made by Dr. Wiltshire to gender 

equality and women’s empowerment at the regional and international levels in her professional capacity 

and as a member of the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Research of the University of the 

West Indies, the Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), and the 

Resident Coordinator of the United Nations for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean; and

RECOGNIZING that this historic appointment emphasizes the firm commitment of CARICOM 

to gender equality in legal and judicial processes and the elimination of violence against women; 

DECLARES its heartfelt congratulations to Dr. Rosina Wiltshire on her appointment as the first 

Special Advocate for Gender Justice of the Caribbean Community and its commitment to support her in 

this significant role for women in the Americas.

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

CIM/RES. 257 (XXXV-O/10)

PLACE AND DATE OF THE THIRTY-SIXTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

(Adopted at the second plenary session, held on November 3, 2010)


THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION OF WOMEN,

CONSIDERING:


That the Government of Costa Rica, through its Principal Delegate, has offered to host the Thirty-Sixth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in 2012; 

RESOLVES:


1. To express its thanks to the Government of Costa Rica for its kind offer.

2. To hold the Thirty-Sixth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of 

Women in Costa Rica, in November 2012.

3. To entrust the Executive Committee to follow up on this offer, in accordance with the 

provisions of Article 12 of the CIM Regulations.

4. To  entrust the Executive Committee  of the CIM  to take the necessary steps during 

preparations for the Thirty-Sixth Assembly of Delegates so that the Assembly will take place over three 

days and will, to the extent possible, follow the same format and structure as the Thirty-Fifth Assembly of 

Delegates.

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

CIM/RES. 258 (XXXV-O/10)

MODIFICATION OF THE LEGAL INSTRUMENTS

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

(Adopted at the second plenary session, held on November 3, 2010)


THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION OF WOMEN;


CONSIDERING that the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Commission of Women 

(CIM) for the period 2008-2010, during its third regular session, agreed to initiate a process of 

modification of the legal instruments of the CIM in order to elevate them for the consideration of this 

Assembly of Delegates,

RESOLVES:


1. To adopt the amendments to articles 17, 18, 20 and 22 of the Statute of the Inter-American 

Commission of Women, as set forth in document CIM/GT/doc.9/10 rev.2 which is appended hereto, and 

which will come into effect as of this date.


2. To request the Department of Legal Services of the Organization of American States to 

prepare a draft of the Regulations of the CIM and the Regulations of the Assembly of Delegates in 

accordance with the modifications adopted to the CIM Statute and present them to the Executive 

Committee 2010-2012.


3. To entrust the Permanent Secretariat with the publication and distribution of the legal 

instruments in accordance with the decisions adopted by this Assembly.
ANEXO

CIM/GT/doc.9/10 rev.2

MODIFICATION OF THE LEGAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE CIM

Article 17


The Executive Committee shall include a maximum of three Vice-Presidents, determined by the 

number of candidacies, who shall be elected at the same Assembly at which the President of the 

Commission is elected, in the same manner, and for the same term of office, and taking into consideration 

the principle of geographic rotation.  The Vice-Presidencies shall be filled by delegates from different 

geographic regions and shall have the same status within the Executive Committee. In the event that one of the Vice-Presidents assumes the office of President, she shall assume all the rights and duties of that office and shall serve until the end of the term. 

Article 18


If the President should for any reason be unable to serve in her post, one of the Vice-Presidents 

shall replace her in the performance of her duties.  The Executive Committee shall elect, within 90 days and by an absolute majority, a President from among the Vice-Presidents.

Article 20


In the event the offices of the President and the Vice-Presidents fall vacant simultaneously, the 

Executive Committee shall appoint  by an absolute majority one of its members as Acting President, to 

serve until a new election is held.  Within ninety days after the appointment of an Acting President, the 

Executive Committee shall convene a special Assembly to elect officers for both positions.

Article 22


The Executive Committee shall be composed of the President, a maximum of three Vice-Presidents, and the Principal or Alternate Delegates of the five countries elected.  The Executive Committee shall meet at the Headquarters of the Commission or in any member state of the Organization of American States at least twice a year.
1. 
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CIM/RES. 259 (XXXV-O/10)

FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN

CONVENTION TO PREVENT, PUNISH AND ERADICATE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,

“CONVENTION OF BELEM DO PARA” (MESECVI)

(Adopted at the fifth plenary session, held on November 4, 2010)

THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 

COMMISSION OF WOMEN,

GIVEN  document  CIM/doc.8/10, containing the report of the MESECVI, which states that the first Multilateral Evaluation Round was successfully concluded and that the second Multilateral Evaluation Round has been initiated, with the receipt of 28 responses from the States Party; 

CONSIDERING:

The commitment of States Party to the adoption of the Follow-up Mechanism to the 

Implementation of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women, “Convention of Belem do Para” (MESECVI) in order to follow up and promote the implementation of the Convention, as well as to establish a system of technical cooperation; 

Resolution AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10) of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) “Follow-up Mechanism to the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women, “Convention of Belem do Para” (MESECVI),” which takes note of the report of the Permanent Council of the OAS on the activities of the Mechanism (CP/CG-1812/10) and reiterates its invitation to the States Party and to those States that are not party to the Convention, to Permanent Observers, international financial institutions, civil society and the private sector to make voluntary contributions to the fund created specifically to finance the operation of the MESECVI;

RECALLING the commitment of States Party to continue strengthening the MESECVI in order to meet the new challenges and needs of countries in terms of violence against women in the Hemisphere, and to continue implementing its recommendations; and
REAFFIRMING the commitment of States Party to the MESECVI as an instrument for 

measurement of the progress made by States Party in terms of the problem of violence, as well as
identification of the areas that need to be implemented by governments in order to improve and strengthen 

policies in the Hemisphere,

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize the advances achieved by the countries of the Hemisphere in the 

implementation of the recommendations formulated by the MESECVI and encourage countries to 

implement any pending recommendations, as well as to continue with efforts to publicize the work of the 

Mechanism. 

2. To request Delegates to include in their national reports any action taken and results obtained 

for the strengthening and dissemination of the MESECVI. 

3. To take note of the results of the VI Meeting of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) and of 

the activity report prepared by the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI. 

4. To encourage the participation of States Party in the evaluation process of the CEVI 

through the support to their Principal and Alternate Experts. 

5. To encourage the joint work of the national mechanisms of women, competent national 

authorities, national experts and civil society in the dissemination of the objectives, advances and results 

obtained by the MESECVI through its Multilateral Evaluation Rounds. 

6. To thank the States Party and Permanent Observers for their support of the meetings and 

activities of the MESECVI (Conference of States Party, CEVI and Technical Secretariat) and for their 

financial and human resources contributions. 

7. To thank the people and Government of Costa Rica for their support in the celebration of 

the VI Meeting of the CEVI, held in Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa Rica, from August 23rd to 25th, 2010.

8. To thank the Government of Guatemala for their offer to host the III Conference of States 

Party to MESECVI, to be held in Antigua, Guatemala, during 2011. 

9. To ask the Secretary General of the OAS, in accordance with the available financial 

resources and with the agreement of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to 

allocate the human, technical, and financial resources needed for Inter-American Commission of Women 

(CIM) to continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI

INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

CIM/RES. 260 (XXXV-O/10)

VOTE OF APPRECIATION TO THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF MEXICO

(Adopted at the second plenary session, held on November 4, 2010)

THE THIRTY-FIFTH ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION  OF WOMEN;

CONSIDERNG:

That the Government of Mexico, reaffirming  its commitment to the promotion of women’s rights 

in the Hemisphere, offered to host the Thirty-Fifth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American 

Commission of Women (CIM); and

That during the Assembly the support and the hospitality of the people and Government of 

Mexico have been constant,

RESOLVES:

1. To express its appreciation to the people and Government of Mexico for their generous hospitality and valuable contribution to the success of the Thirty-Fifth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women.

2.  To offer its full support to Mexico for a successful term of office as President of the CIM for the 2010-2012 term.
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